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Program Description

The two-day symposium is the eighth in a series of annual programs offering a realistic view 
of controversial topics and advances in valvular surgery, percutaneous valve repair and 
replacement, atrial fibrillation, drug eluting stents, carotid surgery and coronary artery disease. 
A faculty of leaders in the field has been invited to share their knowledge and experiences of 
complex and controversial cases.

The conference is designed for cardiologists, cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, 
interventional cardiologists, perfusionists, ICU nurses, technicians and those involved in the 
diagnosis, treatment and care of individuals with controversial and complex cases of cardiac 
disease. The format will consist of sessions focused on treatment options of heart disease.  
Each session will include faculty presentations along with moderated discussion periods.

Program Educational Objectives

Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

✛	 Understand the indications and surgical options for aortic stenosis

✛	 Evaluate different techniques for left main disease

✛	 Compare and contrast treatments of atrial fibrillation

✛	 Evaluate the use of drug eluting stents in coronary artery surgery

✛	 Compare and contrast techniques for the treatment of aortic regurgitation

✛	Measure the benefits and limitations of various minimally invasive techniques  
and their use in complex cardiac cases 

✛	Understand the optimal timing and indications for hybrid approaches to heart disease,  
thereby improving treatment of patients

✛	 Learn about new developments in atherosclerosis and stem cell research

Abstract Submission

Submissions of original abstracts are being accepted and will be considered for oral  
presentation and poster display. It is recommended that abstracts be submitted online at 
www.promedicacme.com.

Deadline for Abstract Submissions: August 1, 2008

Abstract Categories

Treatment of Cardiovascular Disease



Treatment of Cardiovascular Disease

September 4 & 5, 2008

The Eighth in the Series

Special Guest

Dana Carvey
Emmy-award winning Dana Carvey has maintained a tremendous  
career since his early stand-up days in San Francisco. A repertory 
member of the Saturday Night Live cast for seven seasons, Carvey is 
world-renowned for his hilarious characters and spot-on impressions.

Keynote Speakers

James T. Dove, MD
Dr. Dove has been actively involved in clinical research throughout his career and was 
awarded Mastership in the American College of Physicians in 2002. His interests have been 
focused in coronary artery disease and more recently in the use of an electronic medical 
record to facilitate quality performance.  

Spencer B. King, III, MD
A pioneer in cardiac catheterization and coronary arteriography, Dr. King co-developed 
the multi-purpose technique of coronary arteriography. He has served as principal 
investigator or member of the steering committees of 15 national and international 
clinical trials in cardiology, as well as conducting the first NHLBI trial of coronary 
angioplasty versus bypass surgery. 

Eduardo Marbán, MD, PhD
Dr. Marbán is the first Director of the Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute. Among his many 
achievements, Dr. Marbán founded and directed the Donald W. Reynolds Cardiovascular 
Clinical Research Center, and was Chief of Cardiology at Johns Hopkins. A pioneering 
cardiologist who has received many awards for his service, Dr. Marbán also serves as 
Editor-in-Chief of Circulation Research, a leading journal of cardiovascular investigation.

Mark B. McClellan, MD, PhD
As a medical doctor and economist, Dr. McClellan promotes high-quality, innovative and 
affordable health care. Once commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration and 
administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Dr. McClellan now directs  
the Engelberg Center for Health Care Reform.

Eric J. Topol, MD
With an international reputation for ground-breaking research, Dr. Topol has expanded our 
understanding of how genetics can determine an individual’s health risks. A key researcher  
in the discovery of dysfunctional gene variants “MEF2A” and “FLAP,” he helped identify them  
as markedly increasing a person’s risk of heart attack.
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Preliminary Scientific Program

September 3, 2008, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Moderated Oral Abstract Session  
and Welcome Reception

September 4-5, 2008 

Keynote Lectures

PharmacoGenomics:  
Is it the Future of Medicine?
Eric J. Topol, MD

A Tribute to Andreas Gruentzig:  
A 30-year Odyssey and His Legacy of PCI
Spencer B. King III, MD

Healthcare Policy in an Election Year 
Mark McClellan, MD, PhD

Cardiovascular Healthcare Policy:  
Charting the Future
James T. Dove, MD

Biologic Pacemakers: From Bench to Bedside?
Eduardo Marbán, MD, PhD

State-of-the-Art Lectures

Vaccine for Atherosclerosis
P.K. Shah, MD

Next Generation of Drug Eluting Stents:  
Is it the Solution?
Eberhard Grube, MD

Cardiac Imaging: Next Opportunities  
and Challenges
Jagat Narula MD, PhD

ACC/STS: A Timely Collaboration
W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD

Endocarditis Prophylaxis: Current Standards 
and Remaining Controversies 
Ann F. Bolger, MD

Exercise and the Heart; the Risk  
Benefit Ratio
Alfred A. Bove, MD, PhD

Cross Fires
Each panelist presents their position, after 
which an animator facilitates the group  
conversation to bring out key points of debate  
and contention

Drug Eluting Stents

–Efficacy Clearly Outweighs Safety Concern 
	G regg W. Stone, MD

–	Safety Still a Major Concern 
	S pencer B. King III, MD

Multi-Vessel Coronary Artery Disease

–	Surgical Protagonist 
	 David Taggert, MD, PhD

–	PCI Protagonist
	 Paul S. Teirstein, MD

–	Medical Protagonist
	S anjay Kaul, MD, MPH

What is the Best Approach to the 
Treatment of Mitral Valve Regurgitation?

–	Classic Mitral Valve Repair
	 Alfredo Trento, MD

–	�Robotic Minimally Invasive  
Mitral Valve Repair

	 W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD

–	Percutaneous Edge-to-Edge Repair
	S aibal Kar, MD

–	�Emerging Technologies Will Supersede 
Traditional Approaches

	 William E. Cohn, MD

–	�Treatment of Mitral Regurgitation:  
Putting Things in Perspective

	 Ted Feldman, MD

Treatment Options for Aortic Stenosis

–	Surgical Replacement Via Limited Incision 
	G regory P. Fontana, MD

–	Percutaneous AVR
	 John G. Webb, MD, Eberhard Grube, MD,  
	 and Raj Makkar, MD

–	Transapical Catheter AVR 
	 Anson Cheung, MD

Treatment of Aortic Regurgitation

–	�Aortic Valve Repair is the Most  
Durable and Safe

	H ans-Joachim Schäefers, MD

–	�Prosthetic Valve is Simple  
and Well-tested

	 Michael J. Mack, MD

–	Transcatheter Valve Option is Imminent 
	 John G. Webb, MD



Renal Artery Stenosis Treatment  
by Stenting

–	A Missed Opportunity?
	R obert M. Bersin, MD, MPH

–	Overused in Absence of Evidence 
	S atyendra Giri, MD

–	When is Surgery Indicated
	 Bruce Gewertz, MD

Asymptomatic Carotid Artery Stenosis

–	Vascular Surgeon’s Perspective 
	 Bruce L. Gewertz, MD

–	Interventionist’s Perspective 
	 William A. Gray, MD

–	Medical Treatment Perspective
	R obert M. Bersin, MD, MPH

Treatment of Atrial Fibrillation

–	�Medical Management Remains the  
Best Option for Most Patients

	 C. Thomas Peter, MD

–	�Primary Ablation Carries Low-risk  
and Great Benefits

	N iv Ad, MD

–	�Optimal Management Includes Early 
Surgical Consideration 

	R andall K. Wolf, MD

Debates

Left Main Coronary Artery Disease  

–	Surgical Protagonist
	 Michael J. Mack, MD

–	PCI Protagonist
	R aj Makkar, MD

Does PCI Save Lives?

–	Protagonist
	G regg W. Stone, MD

–	Antagonist
	S anjay Kaul, MD

Cell-therapy for Myocardial Disease

–	A Promising Therapy with  
	 Tremendous Potential
	K eith Horvath, MD

–	Another Hype, to be Soon Forgotten
	 James S. Forrester, MD

Are We Under Treating Mital Valve 
Regurgitation?

–	Protagonist
	 Maurice Enriquez-Sarano, MD

–	Antagonist
	R obert J. Siegel, MD

Are We Under-treating Aortic Stenosis

–	Protagonist
	 Maurice Enriquez-Sarano, MD

–	Antagonist
	R obert J. Siegel, MD

Treatment of Atherosclerosis

–	LDL is the Major Therapeutic Target  
	H . Robert Superko, MD

–	Time to Think Beyond LDL treatment 
	 P.K. Shah, MD

Coronary Microvascular Disease:  
Real Disease Entity That Requires  
Specific Treatment

–	Protagonist 
	 C. Noel Bairey Merz, MD

–	Antagonist  
	S anjay Kaul, MD

PFO Closure for Cryptogenic Stroke

–	Protagonist
	 Mark Reisman, MD

–	Antagonist
	 Jonathan M. Tobis, MD

Sudden Death Treatment

–	ICDs are Effective and Underutilized
	 C. Thomas Peter, MD

–	ICD Costs Outweigh Modest Benefits
	S umeet Chugh, MD

Training by Catheter Techniques  
for Surgeons

–	�Endovascular Training is Integral to the 
Future Surgeon

	 Mathew R. Williams, MD

–	�Surgeons Should Stick to the Knife and  
be Good at Using It 

	 David Taggart, MD, PhD

September 4 & 5, 2008



7:30 AM 
Continental Breakfast

8:00  AM  
Welcome & Introductions
Howard N. Allen, MD, FACC

8:05 AM 
Making the Transition from 
Cardiology Fellowship Training 
to Clinical Practice
Bruce A. Samuels, MD, FACC

8:35 AM    
QUESTIONS

8:40 AM 
Establishing a Research 
Program in a Clinical Practice: 
Practical and Ethical 
Considerations
Ronald P. Karlsberg, MD, FACC

9:10 AM   
QUESTIONS 

9:15 AM   
Understanding the Literature: 
Caveats in Interpreting New 
Evidence
Sanjay Kaul, MD

9:45 AM   
QUESTIONS

9:50 – 10:05 AM 
BREAK

10:05 AM
How Does A Cardiologist 
Pursue An Invention?
Neal L. Eigler, MD, FACC

10:35 AM  
QUESTIONS

10:40 AM
The Expanding Role of An 
Interventional Cardiologist: 
Peripheral Vascular Disease
Suhail Y. Dohad, MD, FACC

11:10 AM
QUESTIONS

11:15 - 11:25 AM 
Break

11:25 AM 
The Importance of Cardiology 
Registries in Clinical Practice
Ralph G. Brindis, MD, FACC

11:55 AM
QUESTIONS

12:00 PM
Rewards of A Career in 
Academic Medicine
Robert J. Siegel, MD, FACC

12:30 PM
QUESTIONS

12:35 PM
Health Care Reform and More
James T. Dove, MD, MACC

1:00 PM
Complete Program Evaluations

1:00 PM
Welcome
John G. Harold, MD, FACC 

1:10 PM
Our Role in Healthcare Reform
James T. Dove, MD, FACC

1:55 PM
Women, Hormones and  
Heart Disease: What We  
All Should Know
Jane Schauer, MD, PhD, FACC

2:40 PM
Current Research in 
Dyslipidemia
P.K. Shah, MD, FACC

3:25 PM 
Break

3:40 PM
Acute Coronary Syndromes 
Raj Makkar, MD, FACC

4:25 PM 
EKG Interpretation Workshop
Frances Saldivar, MSN, ANP-C

3rd Annual California Cardiac Care 
Associate Symposium
September 4, 2008 • Beverly Hills Hotel • Sunset Ballroom

Life After Cardiology Fellowship Training 
Annual Fellows in Training Symposium 
September 6, 2008 • Beverly Hills Hotel • Rodeo East Room

Invited Faculty 

Howard N. Allen, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Ralph G. Brindis, MD, FACC
Northern California Kaiser 
Permanente 
Oakland, Ca

Suhail Y. Dohad, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

James T. Dove, MD, FACC
Prairie Cardiovascular 
Consultants 
Springfield, IL

Neal L. Eigler, MD, FACC
St. Jude Medical, Inc. 
Sylmar, Ca

John G. Harold, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Ronald P. Karlsberg, MD, 
FACC
David Geffen School of 
Medicine, UCLA 
Los Angeles, Ca

Sanjay Kaul, MD
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Raj Makkar, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Frances Saldivar, MSN, ANP-C
Cardiovascular Associates  
of the Peninsula 
Burlingame, Ca

Bruce A. Samuels, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Jane Schauer, MD, PhD, FACC
Presbyterian Heart Group 
Albuquerque, NM

P.K. Shah, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

Robert J. Siegel, MD, FACC
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Ca

19th Annual California Chapter  
ACC Meeting: Satellite Symposia



Controversies and Advances in the  
Treatment of Cardiovascular Disease
 September 4 & 5, 2008
 The Beverly Hills Hotel - Beverly Hills, California

Registration 
$695 Physician/Industry prior to August 1, 2008
$495 Resident/Nurse/Technician/ACC Member  
	 prior to August 1, 2008
$795 Physician/Industry after August 1, 2008
$595 Resident/Nurse/Technician/ACC Member  
	 after August 1, 2008
$495 California Chapter, Physician ACC Member
$195 California Chapter, Cardiac Care ACC Associate

Registration fees include breaks, lunches, and welcome 
reception, as well as scientific program materials. Please 
make checks payable to Promedica International CME in U.S. 
dollars drawn on a U.S. bank. Visa, MasterCard, Discover 
and American Express credit cards are also accepted. 
Registrations should be faxed, mailed or submitted online  
at www.promedicacme.com

To register, please complete the attached form and mail or fax to:

Promedica International CME 
2333 State Street, Suite 203, Carlsbad, CA 92008 
Tel: 760 720-2263, Fax: 760 720-6263 
education@promedicacme.com

Hotel Accommodations 
Special rates have been made available to program 
participants at the Beverly Hills Hotel in Beverly Hills, 
California. Please contact the Reservations Department 
directly by phone at 800-283-8885 or 310-276-2251.  
You must state that you are attending Cedars–Sinai 
Medical Center’s Controversies and Advances in the 
Treatment of Cardiovascular Disease meeting in order  
to receive the special rate of $450 plus tax for single or  
double occupancy. All reservations must be received by 
Monday, August 3, 2008 to ensure this special rate.

Social Event
The following event has been arranged for participants  
and their companions:

Welcome Reception and Registration
Wednesday, September 3, 2008 6:00 – 8:00 p.m 
The Beverly Hills Hotel, Beverly Hills, California

Refunds
Full refund, less $100 administrative fee, will be given for 
written cancellations received prior to August 1, 2008. 
After August 1, 2008 refunds will not be available. All 
cancellations must be submitted in writing, via facsimile or 
postal mail.

CME Accreditation And Designation
Promedica International CME is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
Promedica International CME designates this educational 
activity for a maximum of 16.75 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation  
in the activity.

Disclosure Statement
It is the policy of Promedica International CME to ensure fair 
balance, independence, objectivity and scientific rigor in all 
its sponsored programs. All faculty members participating 
in sponsored programs are expected to disclose to the 
audience any real or apparent conflict-of-interest related 
to the content of their presentation and any discussions of 
unlabeled or investigational use of any commercial product 
of device not yet approved in the United States.

All fees in US dollars drawn on US banks:
❒  Check Enclosed         ❒  Visa/MasterCard         ❒  American Express         ❒  Discover

Credit Card Number 	

Expiration Date		  Signature  

First/Last Name   	                                                                                                                ❒  MD        ❒  RN        ❒  CCP

Institution

Mailing Address 

City/State/Zip/Country 

Telephone 		  Fax 

Email 		  Specialty  

Please mail or fax to:	� Promedica International CME, 2333 State Street, Suite 203, Carlsbad, CA 92008 
Tel: 760 720-2263, Fax: 760 720-6263, education@promedicacme.com

Physician/Industry:	 $695 prior to August 1, 2008	 $795 after August 1, 2008

Resident/Nurse/Technician/ACC Members:	 $495 prior to August 1, 2008 	 $595 after August 1, 2008

California Chapter, ACC Member:	 $495 Physician ACC Member	 $195 Cardiac Care Associates
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